
Macmillan Childrens Books Launches the Room On The Broom book and interactive CD … also available as a download.
For the first time the proven educational benefits of a book have been combined with the appeal of on-line gaming – all for children and parents to enjoy in total security.

Published by Macmillan Children’s Books on 2nd Oct 2009, £7.99
Downloadable at www.gruffalo.com

‘This interactive e-book is an incredibly exciting leap forward for the children’s book industry. As younger children now see digital media as an essential part of their entertainment mix, and as savvy parents regularly download content like music, films and casual games, the product brings really involving interactive narrative, games and activities together in a simple online download package for the thousands of children and parents who are fans of Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler.’          Ross Sleight, Director, Pat and Pals
Room On The Broom, the best-selling book from the pens of peerless picture book duo Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler, is now available in a unique, new format developed in association with specialist children’s digital content company Pat and Pals. In an age where computers are playing an ever bigger part in children’s education and leisure time, this original and fun format is both timely and indispensable. Providing a truly multi media experience, the unique product paves the way for an engaging, fun and contemporary relationship between children and books.
For the first time, picture books can now be enjoyed in a thoroughly three-dimensional way. Not only can children read the text and enjoy the illustrations – the interactive CD and download now animate the pictures and provides the corresponding audio track for children to read along to. The animation can be fast-forwarded, rewound, paused or stopped … and it’s possible to turn off the sound for more confident readers to have a turn.
As well as the animation, the interactive CD and download both contain 3 other games, with music, audio and sound effects and 3 further printable activity sheets – meaning, with this product, it’s possible to keep children amused wherever they are. For budding authors, there’s even the chance for children to make their own story - one of the 3 games included is a ‘Storymaker’ which allows children to interact with the book - combining different characters, layouts and backgrounds to make their own book which can then be printed out. A free 15 minute trial can be downloaded from www.gruffalo.com
Parents can also relax in the knowledge, that because the games and activities are downloaded, rather than online, their child is enjoying a completely secure activity on their PC. Combining peerless talent with the latest technology, the ePlayBook is the way for an entire generation to enjoy books in a creative, contemporary and totally safe environment.
For further information please contact Dominic Kingston on 020 7014 6106 or at 

d.kingston@macmillan.co.uk
Notes to Editors
· ROOM ON THE BROOM has also been shortlisted for four other book awards: the Children’s Book Award (administered by the National Federation of Children’s Book Groups) the Sheffield Children’s Book Award, WH Smith Book of the Year (NIBBIES) 2003, Spoken Word Award 2003 and winner of the Best Book to Read Aloud category of the Blue Peter Awards 2003. 

· Praise for Room On The Broom: ‘Tremendous fun.’ The Times, ‘A favourite rhyming book.’  Nursery World

· This interactive CD and download was created by a team from Pat and Pals comprised of two online digital experts, Finbar Hawkins and Ross Sleight and two artists, Colin and Jackie Hawkins. It is a downloadable package featuring an interactive story with additional games and print off activities, downloadable from www.gruffalo.com or www.patandpals.com, which has a 15 minute free trial and then costs £7.99 to purchase.
· Content includes 3 games (‘Dodge The Dragon’, ‘Broomstick Catch’ and ‘Magic Storymaker’) and 3 printable activities (a set of Room On The Broom cards, an adapted version of Snakes & Ladders called ‘Broomsticks and Dragons’ and a cut out and keep Room On The Broom theatre play set), six posters to print off and 2 screensavers.
· Julia Donaldson started her career writing songs for children’s television. In 1993, one of her songs was made into a book, A SQUASH AND A SQUEEZE. Since then she has written over forty books and plays for children and teenagers, including the rhyming story THE GRUFFALO which won three major British book awards (the Smarties Prize, the Blue Peter award for “The Best Book to Read Aloud” and the Experian “Big Three” award) is published in 30 languages, has sold over 1 million copies world wide and remains the UK’s best-selling picture book. The Gruffalo is 10 next year!

· Axel Scheffler was born in 1957 in Hamburg, Germany. He was first partnered with Julia on the book A Squash and A Squeeze and since then the two have enjoyed a partnership that regularly tops the children’s book charts. Still living in London, Axel makes frequent visits to continental Europe. His hobbies include walking, cooking and reading. 
· Macmillan Children’s Books is one of the UK’s leading children’s publishers. A division of Pan Macmillan Publishers, Macmillan Children’s Books publishes over 400 books a year for all age groups and is the publisher of international bestselling titles such as The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler, The Princess Diaries series by Meg Cabot and Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell.  Macmillan Children’s Books has won many major awards such as the Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals, the Nestlé Children’s Book Prize and the Blue Peter and Red House Book Awards.
· Pat and Pals is an independent digital content company, deicated to producing engaging, entertaining and interactive experiences for children. Founded by the ward-winning children’s authors Colin and Jacqui Hawkins, and by digital specialists Finbar Hawkins and Ross Sleight, Pat and Pals has already published five ebooks in the Rhyme and Read series which help children to learn to read and are available at www.patandpals.com. Room On The Broom ePlayBook is the first production by Pat and Pals for another publishing company.
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